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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 2495 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, ES 

SUBJECT: LEFTIST GROUP CLAIMS CREDIT FOR MATSUMOTO KIDNAPPING 
AND THREATENS EXECUTION IF POLITICAL DEMANDS NOT MET 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2463 

1 . FAR LEFT GROUP CALLED ARMED FORCES OF NATIONAL RESISTENCE 
(FARN) ISSUED COMMUNIQUE AFTERNOON MAY 18 STATING THEIR GROUP 
HAD KIDNAPPED JAPANESE BUSINESSMAN FUJIO MATSUMOTO (SEE 
REFTEL) EVENING MAY 17. COMMUNIQUE STATED THAT MAQAUMOTO 
WAS KIDNAPPED AS MEMBER OF BOURGEOISE AND REPRESENTATIVE 

OF JAPANESE IMPERIALISM WHICH, LIKE GERMANY AND U.S., EXPLOIT 
THE UNDERDEVELOPED PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. ADDED THAT 
MATSUMOTO FAMILY AND JAPANESE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE TO COMPLY 
WITH A SERIES OF CONDITIONS THAT FARN CONSIDERS TO BE OF GREAT 
INTEREST TO SALVADORAN PEOPLE. IF DEMANDS NOT MET, COMMUNIQUE 
STATES MATSUMOTO WILL BE EXECUTED. THE EXACT CONDITIONS FOR 
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MATSUMOTO'S RELEASE, FARN STATED, WILL BE ISSUED IN NEAR 
FUTURE. 

2. FARN IS SUBGROUP OF RADICAL, EXTREMIST PEOPLES REVOLUTION 
ARY ARMY (ERP) WHICH HAS CLAIMED CREDIT FOR SEVERAL PREVIOUS 
KIDNAPPINGS AND ASSASSINATIONS. 
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3. JAPANESE CHARGE CALLED EMBOFF MAY 19 TO REQUEST INFORMATION 
FARN AND ITS PREVIOUS HISTORY. HE STATED THAT NO DEMANDS HAVE 
AS YET BEEN RECEIVED BY KIDNAPPERS, BUT ASSUMED WOULD INCLUDE 
CALL FOR RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, WHICH PRESIDENT ROMERO 
HAS REPEATEDLY STATED DO NOT EXIST. CHARGE ADDED THAT GOJ 
WAS PREPARED TO PAY ANY RANSOM DEMANDS THAT MIGHT BE LEVIED 
FOR SAFE RELEASE OF MATSUMOTO, BUT DID NOT KNOW WHAT HIS GOVERN- 
MENT COULD OR WOULD DO IF FACED WITH POLITICAL DEMANDS. 

4. COMMENT. THREE RECENT UNSOLVED KIDNAPPINGS, PARTICULARLY THAT 
OF MATSUMOTO, FORCING PRESIDENT ROMERO AND GOES INTO INCREASING- 
LY UNTENABLE POSITION. FAMILIES NOT COOPERATING WITH SECURITY 
FORCES AND WANT ONLY SAFE RETURN OF PERSONS KIDNAPPED. GOES SEC- 
URITY FORCES HAVE NEITHER MANPOWER NOR TECHNOLOGY TO APPREHEND 
KIDNAPPERS ON THEIR OWN AND ARE BOXED-IN ON POLTICAL PRISONER 
ISSUE. ALREADY HIGH TENSIONS CONTINUE TO GROW BOTH IN PRIVATE 
SECTOR AND GOES. EMBASSY HAS REPORTS THAT PRESIDENT, CABINET, 

AND OTHER HIGH-LEVEL GOES OFFICIALS ARE STILL IN SPECIAL 

MEETING THAT HAS BEEN IN PROGRESS FOR FIVE HOURS (SINCE 8:00 
A.M.). THERE IS KNOWN TO BE SOME SENTIMENT FOR MASSIVE AND 
PROBABLY REPRESSIVE ACTION BY SECURITY FORCES, BUT PRESIDENT 
AND APPARENT MAJORITY OF GOES LEADERSHIP REPORTEDLY OPPOSED TO 
THIS LINE OF ACTION. ANY ADDITIONAL TERRORISTS' ACTS AT THIS 
POINT OR EXECUTION OF MATSUMOTO COULD CHANGE THIS BALANCE. 
JAPANESE AMBASSADOR RETURNING TO EL SALVADOR EVENING MAY 19 
AND HAS REQUESTED IN ADVANCE SPECIAL MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
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ROMERO. 

DEVINE 
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